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THE NANSEMOND RIVER LIGHT 
1878 


Used for centuries for travel, for food, for commerce, and for pleasure, the Nansemond River is a central part of our history. 


CELEBRATING THE NANSEMOND 


Join us for a special fall gathering on the river with a visit to Nix’s (river) Clubhouse. 


Sunday, October 9, 1994 

Boarding - is 1:00 p.m. at the Bennett’s Creek Marina, 3305 Ferry Road. Parking - on the hill behind the 
restaurant in boat trailer parking lot. (zor in the restaurant parking lot) 

Cost - $10.00 per person, members only. (If not a current member, you can join). 

Lunch - Bring a sandwich, we will provide dessert and drinks. 

Dress - slacks, white rubber soled shoes. 

Reservations - taken thru October 5 - call Mary Lawrence Harrell, 539-4796 or Sue Woodward, 539-3055. 


This trip is made possible through the generosity of Angus I. Hines and Howard Webb and with the cooperation of Bennett’s 
Creek Marina. 
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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


The dinner on June 13" was a great success. I definitely had the 
best seat in the house as I was seated between former Governor 
Mills E. Godwin, Jr. and J. E. B. Stuart, IV. (A perk of being the 
President!) Sharing an evening with these exceptional gentlemen 
and their extraordinary wives was indeed a great pleasure. Among 
other special guests were Mayor and Mrs. Chris Jones and City 
Manager and Mrs. Richard Hedrick. 

The decorating committee created a lovely dining room alive 
with summer flowers. Our compliments to the Holiday Inn for their 
efficient and gracious staff and delicious dinner. 

Hopefully you will be one of the lucky people to enjoy the 
October 7 Nansemond River Excursion! We’ve worked hard 
putting this trip together and if you desire to visit this wonderful old 
riverhouse or cruise down the river in a beautiful boat - this is your 
chance. The seats are limited! 

What a tour we have planned for December! The homes are all 
wonderful and Riddick’s Folly is coming more alive and is more 
beautiful every month. We need lots of help - give us a call if you’d 
like to get involved. 

Slow down when you drive by the old courthouse - exterior 
work has begun! For other city concerns, involving historic interest 
especially, please call our city officials. It makes all the difference! 

Welcome toournew members. We would love to hear any ideas 
you are willing to share with us. Together we can work for a better 
Suffolk. 


Have a happy fall. Betsy Brothers 


TOUR TIME ’94 


Our Eighteenth Annual Candlelight Tour will be held on 
Saturday, December 3", and Sunday, December 4". The hours on 
both days will be 3-7:00 p.m.. Four houses in the beautiful 
Riverview area will be featured. 

Private homes that will be open are among the oldest in 
Riverview. The homeowners are Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Canaday (305 
Western Avenue), Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Ellison, II (537 West 
Riverview Drive), Mrs. David Frohman (717 West Riverview 
Drive), and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Vanlandingham (423 North 
Broad Street). As always when our tour is in the old city, Riddick’s 
Folly (510 North Broad Street) will be open as well. 

Please mark these days on your calendar for working (should 
you be called) and touring (definitely). The cost of the ticket will be 
$10.00. Proceeds are used to support Historical Society Projects. 


L. QUINBY HINES 
1931-1994 


feam. 


as former treasurer of the Suffolk Nansemond Historical Society. 
Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife, Ann, and their children. 


Lloyd Quinby Hines, a lifelong resident of Suffolk, passed away July 29, 1994. 
Hines was inducted into the William and Mary Sports Hall of Fame in 1989. “‘Hadacol’”’ (as he 
was nicknamed) had been a placekicker for the 1953 William and Mary “‘Iron Indians’’ football 


Active in his church as well as many civic organizations, Hines was a faithful member as well 


FROM THE EDITOR 


HATS OFF TO... 


- Former Governor Mills E. 
Godwin, Jr., who has donated 
items from both his public life 
and his private life for an exhibit 
at Riddick’s Folly. The Mills E. 
Godwin Permanent Exhibit was 
dedicated on September 18. It 
includes a library of clippings. 
pictures and letters from Mr. 
Godwin’s days in Richmond. 

- Riddick’s Folly and Robert 
Francis, their consultant from 
the Virginia Museum, for the 
installation of the incredibly 
handsome Godwin exhibit. We 
thinkit’s worthy ofany museum 
in the country. 

- The City of Suffolk. We're 
so glad to see that the much 
needed work on the old court- 


house has begun. 
- The civic leagues 
in Hutersville, Saratoga. 


Pughsville, Elephant’s Forkand 
Nansemond Park who have 
sponsored clean-up campaigns. 

- Miss Hazel Kinsey of 1 
College Court, Main Street. 
Suffolk, who spends hours ev- 
ery week picking up litter in 
College Court and her block of 
Main Streetand Finney Avenue. 

- Mr. Ed Fiebel, a new resi- 
dent of the city, who has begun 
a regular Htter pick-up in the 
area around City Hall. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


There was once a seaman’s 
graveyard at the foot of 
Main Street roughly where 
the Super 8 Motel is now. 
Remember-Suffolk was once 
a very busy port. 
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Telephone and Power Companies Suffer Heavy Loss 
As Poles Topple Before Force of Big Blow, Ai- 
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NIX CLUBHOUSE 


How many times have you crossed the Mills E. Godwin Bridge 
at Cedar Point and wondered how and why those two houses are 
in the river? The one nearer the mouth of the river belongs to the 
Ballard family*. The one on the other side of the bridge is Nix (or 
Nix’s) Club. 

Nix Club was chartered as a private ‘‘pleasure club’’ in 1914 
and we believe the building was constructed then. The club was 
named for John Nix, a commission merchant, who had farms up 
and down the coast. We assume he wasa friend of the stockholders. 
Perhaps he had a farm on the river. The original officers and 
directors were the following Suffolk men: 

R. L. Woodward - President 

H. L. Land - Vice-President 

J. T. Withers - Secretary 

George K. G. Lawshe - Treasurer 
C. F. Taylor - Director 

G. L. Hume - Director 

C. J. Dennis - Director 

R. L. Woodward - Director 

C. A. Shoop - Director 


Mrs. William Birdsong and the present owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Davis, provided the above information. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis are graciously making the clubhouse available to us on 
October 9". 

By the way, Mr. and Mrs. Davis tell us that they acquired the 
clubhouse by barter. They traded some very special cows with her 
brother, Gordon Jones, for the clubhouse. 


* We assume that the Ballard river house was built at about 
the same time. 





ATLANTIC SEABOARD 


ken From Precarious Position Early T oday 
With Difficulty by Captain McNeal: Al. 
Uninjured But Suffer From Strain 
And Exposure. 


Marooned in Nix’s clubhouse on the Nansemond river last 
night, with water standing in the club four to five feet deep, 


20 people, members of the Birdsong family, their friends and 


two servants, experienced one of the most harrowing ordeals 
recorded in this section during the storm of Jast night and 
the highwater which morning tide brought. . 

The party was saved about 9 a. m. by Captain MeNeal, of 
Crittenden, who forced his fishing boat to the clubhouse 
and took off the men, women and children from their perches 
atop sevyen-foot lockers, the only dry spot in the club and - 


their last refuge. 


An account of the experience, told@——___—_—_—_______ 


by William M. Birdsong, stated that 
the family was spending the week 
&l the club and that the party of 
16 were guests of his father, former 
Mayor Thomas H. Birdsong, on the 
occasion of his birthday. 

Saw Danger Late Last Night. 

“While the water was high, we 
did not consider it dangerous unt!! 
Jate Jast night, about 11 o'clock I 
would say. At that time, the tide 
wished nway the wharf to the club 

d began to reaun: dim. silie, ~ Our 
rat was submerged but held fast. 
I tried to call the Coast Guard to 


“take us off but when I went to put 


in the call, I found the line out of 
order. 


“The tide, instead of - subsiding, 
appeared to continue coming in, be- 
ing lashed by the gale. Finally, it 
came into the clubhouse and we 
were forced to place chairs on ta- 
bles and beds in order to keep dry. 

Storm Grows Intense. 

“The storm grew more severe 
during the night. Our lights had 
gone and there was only one can- 
dle in the club. It was the dark- 
ness which kept us from realizing 
our danger, However, when dawn 
came after what seemed a lifetime. 
and the water had continued rising 
and the waves growing larger with 
the hours, we knew that the situa- 
tion was critical. 

“It was decided that Harvard and 
Mac Birdsong and _ “Fred Pollard 
should atlempt to reach shore and 
tummons ald. In the meantime, we 
waved red shawls and a white shirt 
as a distress signal. 

Only Boat Out of Commission 

“The three got the boat up to 
find that a hole at least 8 by 14 
inches had been smashed through. 
It was patched with a board wrap- 
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EDITORS NOTE 


Unfortunately the rest of the 
this article has been lost in these 
60 years since that harrowing 
night. 

Thomas Birdsong, whose 
birthday was being celebrated, 
was the first of his family to 
come to Suffolk (1911) from 
Southampton County. Most of 
his clan had gathered that week- 
end. Two of the young wives 
were expecting. Two grandchil- 
dren, Mary Helen (Rawls) and 
Martha (Smith), had been put to 
bed only to wake up to find their 
beds floating. 

Very likely the clubhouseand 
the people in it were saved be- 
cause the family openedthe doors 
to let the water in rather than 
have it push the building down. 
Join us on October 9th to hear 
therestofMrs. Birdsong’sstory. 


Thanks to 
Mrs. William Birdsong 


The Nansemond River 
and Sts Tributaries. 


This map of the 
4.17 : River is based on one 
3. prepared by Marion 
a. Watson and H. R. Gray 
for the Suffolk News 
during our Bicentennial. 


1. Ropert W. WitHerRS MEMORIAL BRIDGE. 
Named for the **Father of the Highway System” in 
Virginia. Robert Withers lived across the street 
from Riddick’s Folly. He was a member of the 
House of Delegates prior to his death in 1912. 


2. Op SUFFOLK. 
Chartered in 1742 and previously known as 
Constant’s Wharf. 


3. NANSEMOND County COURTHOUSE. 
The third on this site, the first having been burned 
by the British and the second lost in the Great Fire 
of 1937. 


4. Cepar Hux Cemetery, c. 1802. 
Started at the Union Chapel that was built on one 
end of ‘‘Constantia’’ farm. Now the cemetery 
covers the old farm. 


5. Rose HILL PLANTATION. 
Located at that area now at the river end of 
Catherine Street. Built prior to the Revolutionary 
War. 


6. SHINGLE CREEK. 
Named because of the frequent traffic by barges 


carrying wooden shingles. Near Suffolk Shrine 
Club. 


10. 


i. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


. Htv’s Pot. 


Batteries were located here during the War Be- 
tween the States. Near the once and future site ofa 
movie studio. 


SACK POINT. 
Nearold Reid’s ferry thishadone of many docks for 
trading along the Nansemond. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON’ S LAND. 
Washington also held stock in the Dismal Swamp 
Land Company. 


DuMPLING ISLAND. 

This was a storage site for the Nansemond Indians. 
The English Settlers attacked the Island in 1608 
and 1609 to take corn. 


PemBrokKE C. 1701. 

According to Waterman’s Colonial Dwellings of 
America (published 1950) this is one of two U- 
shaped houses in existence in Virginia. (Informa- 


tion from Ann Burton’s History of Suffolk and 


Nansemond County) 





SLEEPY HOLE FERRY. 

First used in 1702 and apparently continued into 
the early part of this century. The King’s Highway 
used the ferry as part of its route. 


Town Pont. 

The site of a proposed town to be established on the 
Nansemond that never quite ‘‘took’’. An Indian 
village was once located here and later an English 
Fort in the 1600's. 


BENNETT S CREEK. . 

Named for Richard Bennett, colonial governor of 
Virginia, who owned 2000 acres on the Nan- 
semond River. 


NANSEMOND RIVER LIGHT. 

Constructed in 1878 on the east side of the river at 
its junction with the James. The light was auto- 
mated in 1935 after the superstructure had been 
torn down. 


Nix’s CLus. 

One of two river houses left standing, this club 
house was constructed in 1914. Now property of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davis. 


COWPER SHIPYARD. 

This business stood about one half mile east of 
Suffolk in the second half of the 1700s. At least one 
of its ships, The Martque’s de Lafayette, saw 
service in the Revolutionary War. 


BALLARD CLUBHOUSE. 
Second of two river houses left standing. 
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The waterfront in 1886. Warehouses of R. E. Jones and W. H. Jones, Jr., Jones & Brother Company, are opposite. This company was the 
agent for the Old Dominion Steamship Company at the time and also operated a retail store selling hay, grain, coal, ice and lime. 
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re eee of Al ee eee LY GS The Virginia Dare was one of a number of steamships that 
5 Se ee ih called at Suffolk in the late 1800’s and early 1900s. The Old 





This drawing of Willis Cowper’s shipyard was executed in 
honor of the Bicentennial by Judith Whitney Godwin. was taken on the Nansemond River near North Main Street. 
<~. | [OLD DOMINION LINE 


{ce aR 
— 


| SLEEPY OLE FERRY—CikCA I1BI0 


This drawing appeared on the cover of a booklet sponsored by the Nansemond River Power 
Squadron and the Suffolk Bicentennial Commission. The booklet is a reprint of a history written by W. 
E. McClenny and was produced for Flag Day, 1976. 





Dominion Steamship Company made connections up and down 
the east coast carrying both passengers and freight. This photo 














Steamships "MONROE”."PRINCESS ANNE™,"JAMESTOWN" 
“HAMILTON” and “JEFFERSON.” 


Sailing from Norfolk for New York daily, except Sunday, at 7 p. m. | 
Sailing from New York for Nortolk daily, except Sunday, at 3 p. m. 


For Richmond, new steamers “BERKELEY” and “BRANDON” 
jeave Gompany’s Whallé, foot of Church Street, 7 o'clock every night. 


qa ‘- 
pron, steamer ““Luray.”” 


For Cdd Point, East, Ware, North (Matthews and Gloucester Coun- 
ties) and Severn Rivers, Steamer ““MOBJACK." 


For Newport News and Smithfieid, Steamers “HAMPTON” and 
“ACCOMAC.” 

For Nansemond River and Suffolk, Steamer “"VIRGINIA DARE.”’ 

Freight received at Company's Wharf, Water Street, daily except 
Sunday, until 5 P. M. 

Passenger Tickets sold and Staterooms reserved at Company's Office 
on Wharf. or at Union Ticker Office, Main and Granby Streets, 
Norioik, Va. 


For further information relative to Passenger or Freight Rates, apply to 


JOHN NICHOL, General Agent, 
NORFOLK, VA. 


H. B. WALKER, Vice-Pres. and Traffic Mgr. 


NIGHT LINE FOR RICHMOND. 
81 BEACH STREET, NEW YORK. | 








jong aL UUM NLA HIT 


CSTI-6E PET PIUISIIA “YJOHNS 
SSTI XOG ‘Od 


AAW WIIOISIGE Quowssuv~E-yjoynS 


Sutfolk-PNansemond Historical Society Committees 


Some of these committees are now active, others we hope to reinstate or form. Please review this list and then PLEASE VOLUNTEER 
by completing and returning the form below. 


Acquisitions: Receive, list, photograph & record value of items given to the Society. : 
Christmas Tour: Assist with publicity, tickets, parking, hostesses, decorating, etc. 
Civic Action: Call, write or meet with City officials to discuss the items of historic interest. 
Civil War: Provide programs, history, artifacts, etc. for the enjoyment and education of the Society and community. 
Education: Work with other committees to involve or create programs for our youth. 
Genealogy: Assist people who request information or help with research pertaining to genealogy. 
Hospitality: Coordinate and/or work on hospitality for the different programs and functions of the Society. 
Indians: Provide programs, history, artifacts, etc. for the enjoyment and education of the Society and community. 
Membership: Keep membership records, receive dues, forward monies to treasurer, maintain and provide labels for mailing list. 
Newsletter: Assist in gathering information, typing, copying, folding and mailing newsletters. 
Publications: Assist with gathering materials, doing some research and writing for Society publications. 
Telephone: Call members when necessary. 
Tours & Trips: Research and organize tours and trips. 

Member’s Name: Telephone: 

Address: 

Committee Assignment Preference: 1. 2 3 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
NIN psec cs SE Ree en a rere eee mnt Peep hone? 
Address 





Annual Dues (Jan.-Dec.) __ Individual, $10.00 __ Family, $15.00 Semi-Ann’l (July -Dec.) Individual, $5.00 __Family, $7.50 
Please mail with your check to: Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society, P.O. Box 1255 Suffolk, Virginia 23439-1255 


